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Specification Writing

Selecting and specifying the most appropriate
materials and systems for a project to meet
regulations and the client's requirements and
expectations  of  quality, time, value,

environmental impact, durability and
maintenance is a fundamental part of building
design.

This paper highlights the importance of
specifications, specification methods and the
structure of technical information. It provides
advice on using the AUS-SPEC and NATSPEC
systems, specifying ESD and suggests
standards for use by offices of different
disciplines.
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SPECIFICATIO8IPROCESAND PRODUCT

1 THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SPECIFICATION

There are many design decisions which cannot be expressed in drawn form. These
must rely on being expressed in words. There are, also, many design decisions
which would be too tedious, or too impractical for some other reason, to be recorded
in drawings. The specification is thus created to complement the drawings so that
together they convey all the design decisions. This is why a construction specification
is primarily a design document. It is evidence of many design decisions which are not
found elsewhere.’

1.1 Definition

John Gelder, a former Chief Editor of NATSPEC, defined the specification as both a

process and a product. Specifications are written descriptions of the required quality
of the built product and its component products. A specification may also include the
procedures for determining that the requirements of the specification have been met.

1.2 Purpose

The specification links the drawings with the general conditions of contract. It
complements, without duplication, the information in the drawings or the general
conditions of contract. Drawings are graphic descriptions which primarily define
quantity, position and sometimes quality. Specifications are written descriptions
which define quality. Together they express the designer's intentions.

The specification has many roles including:

A document demonstrating compliance with statutory requirements.

A written record of design decisions, materials used and set standards.
An estimating document.

A tendering document.

A legal, contractual document.

An on-site working document.

A dispute settlement document.

A project management tool.

A facilities management tool.
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A document to be analysed for feedback into the office master specification and
office procedures.

1.3 Users

Designers, clients, certifying authorities, estimators, tenderers, contractors and
subcontractors, contract administrators, legal representatives, project managers,
construction managers and facilities managers all have an interest in the
specification. It is important to ensure the various users interpret the specification in
the same way. A good specification will:

1 Answer the questions posed by the client, the NCC-BCA and local requirements.
Cover the total range of the project elements.

Have a logical structure which is easy to navigate.

Cite other documents precisely and meaningfully.

Have a consistent approach to grammar and language.

Be unambiguous.
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Complement the drawings and be consistent with the other documents and the
method of procurement.

National Construction Code
(NCC) - Building Code of
Australia (BCA)

NATSPEC cites NCC Volume
One Deemed-to-Satisfy
standards and clauses from
the following Sections:

A General provisions

B Structure

C Fire resistance

D Access and egress

E Services and equipment
F Health and amenity

G Ancillary provisions

H Special use buildings

| Maintenance

J Energy efficiency

NATSPEC also cites NCC
Volume Two Acceplable
solutions standards and
clauses from the following
Parts:

Part 3.1 Site preparation
Part 3.2 Footings and slabs
Part 3.3 Masonry

Part 3.4 Framing

Part 3.5 Roof and wall
cladding

Part 3.6 Glazing
Part 3.7 Fire safety
Part 3.8 Health and amenity
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